them, that complied with your wishes to do hasty
vengeance on your enemies, as you expressed it in
council. And let us consider, also, who they are and
how many, that complied with the wishes of your ad-
versaries. As to the first group, it is well known who
they are that complied with your hasty wilfulness;
for truly all those who counselled you to make a
sudden war are not your friends. Let us now con-
sider who they are that you hold so steadfastly to
be friends of your person. For though you are a
mighty man, and a rich, true it is that you do but
stand alone. For you have no child, save a daughter;
nor have you any brothers, or cousins, or other near
kinsmen for the dread of whom your enemies might
forgo treating with you or attempting to destroy your
person. You know also that your wealth, when ap-
portioned out, will be distributed to a few men not
closely related to you; and when each of them shall
have received his share, then he will have but little
incentive to avenge your death. But your enemies
are three, and they have many children, brothers,
cousins, and other near kinsmen; and though it were
that you had slain two or three of them, yet there
should remain enough to avenge those deaths by kill-
ing you. And though it were that your own kindred
are true and more steadfast than those of your ene-
mies, yet, nevertheless, your own kinsmen are but
distantly related to you, whereas the kinsmen of your
adversaries are closely sib to them. And, certainly,
as for that, their condition is better than yours. Then
let us consider, also, whether the advice of those
who urged you to a sudden vengeance accords with
reason. Certainly you know here that the answer is
nay. For you know well that there is no man who
may take vengeance upon anyone, save the judge who
has proper jurisdiction, and when it has been granted
to him to take such vengeance, hastily or slowly, as
the law requires. And, moreover, as to that same
word which Tullius calls 'complying/ you should
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